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Tt is well known, that in war all motions are, in a great
degree, to be regulated by those of the enemy, and that,
therefore, no vigilance is to be spared by which any know-
ledge can be gained of their designs, nor any methods
omitted of communicating them to those who have the
direction of the war.

A ministry may, in conducting military operations, dis-
appoint the expectations of their country, either by neglect-
ing to procure intelligence, or by failing to make use of
those opportunities which seasonable information puts into
their power, and they may, when their designs fail of
success, justify themselves, by proving that they 'were
deceived by intelligence which it was reasonable to be-
lieve, or that better intelligence was not attainable, or
that they made use, however unsuccessfully, of all the
forces that could then be employed, and of all the advan-
tages that were then in their possession.

But how shall we judge of our administration, how shall
we know what confidence we ought to repose in their pru-
dence and fidelity, and what miscarriages are to be at-
tributed to the chance of war or superiour force of our
enemies, if we cannot be informed with what diligence
they endeavour at information, and how early they have
notice of the motions of the enemy ?

The sailing, or rather escape of the Ferrol squadron,
and departure of the French fleet, are the most important
events of the present war; events that threaten very
dangerous consequences, no less than descents upon our
American colonies, the conquest of our dominions, the
slavery of our fellow-subjects, and perhaps the destruction
of the brave Vernon, who is secure in the imagined vigi-
lance of the other commanders, and may, perhaps, in a
few days see himself surrounded by formidable squadrons
of different nations, and exposed to the attack offerees to
which his little fleet bears no proportion.

Nothing appears more evident, than that we had oppor-
tunities of observing, at least, all the preparations of the
French, and of watching the moment of their departure,
and that our force on the coast of Spain was sufficient to